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2013 Tee Up for Children with Autism presented by Long Auto Group 

 

RESOURCE CONNECTION  

 

The tournament is Monday, September 9, 2013 at Highfields Golf & 

Country Club in Grafton, MA. For more information about the 

tournament, contact Kara M. White at 508-298-1607 or 

kwhite@hmea.org 
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Autism Commission 
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  In December of 2010 members of the 

Governors Special Commission on 

Autism first met to begin working on 

creating a report that would help de-

fine the services that individuals with 

Autism Spectrum Disorders in the 

Commonwealth need to live full and 

enjoyable lives. The Commission was 

chaired by Barbara  L’Italien.  Mem-

bers came from diverse walks of life; 

parents, treatment providers, educa-

tors, representatives from various 

state agencies, legislators, advocates 

and  other stakeholders. After meeting 

for months, a smaller writing group 

began to compile the recommenda-

tions and wordsmith a document 

which was released in March of this 

year. Advocacy efforts to implement 

the recommendations are already un-

derway. 

To read the full report you can go to 

http:www.mass.gov/hhs/autism com-

mission 

In brief, the Commission had recom-

mendations and priorities as follows: 

Priority # 1 - To expand DDS eligibil-

ity by ceasing to use an IQ-based eli-

gibility for adult services. Use of a 

definition that takes into account a 

range of limitations in adaptive func-

tioning skills was recommended.  

Priority # 2 –Expand DMH eligibility, 

so that an ASD diagnosis would not 

be used as grounds to find an adult 

ineligible. DMH to increase the level 

of clinical expertise in relation to au-

tism and develop more services for 

those with co morbid conditions.  

Priority #3 Recommendations on the 

various waivers that serve  people with 

ASD. The recommendations included 

expanding the Children’s Autism 

Waiver, increase funding and expand 

the ages served to include individuals 

ages 9 to 22. Adult Waiver recommen-

dations were to increase the number of 

waiver slots, provide intensive case 

management and increase behavior 

support consultation, expanding spe-

cialty day and employment programs 

and have transition coordinators pro-

vide information on the 3 waivers to 

parents. Additionally the Commission 

recommended expanding the DESE/

DDS program since we know this is a 

very cost effective program.  

Priority # 4 Expand ARICA services by 

educating self insured employers about 

the insurance, and explore ways for 

them to recoup costs. Require Mass-

Health to cover dedicated and non dedi-

cated AAC devices and have EI teach 

parents about ARICA. 

Priority # 5 Supports for families. The 

Commission recommended that the 

Division of Autism be designated as the 

agency for information & referral, with 

increased funding for the Autism Cen-

ters . Recommendations for better coor-

dination of services by the state agen-

cies was suggested , as well as training 

on autism for case managers, direct 

care staff and cross  agency trainings. 

Increased funding for DDS family sup-

ports, PCA and AFC  were all recom-

mended. 

Priority # 6 Data recommendations cen-

tered on EOHHS studying how to over-

come data collection issues so that data 

remains confidential but is collected 

accurately.  

Priority # 7 Improve access to early 

diagnosis and treatment, involves DPH 

requiring all physicians to screen for 

developmental delays, developing a 

plan to increase the number of physi-

cians to provide evaluations and to 

work with MA Act Early. 

Priority #8  Increase employment for 

individuals with ASD, through in-

creased funding to MRC for employ-

ment programs, job coaches and pilot 

programs 

Priority # 9 Increasing the capacity for 

educational supports included recom-

mendations that DESE hire Autism 

Specialists and develop a competency 

based Autism Endorsement for teach-

ers and that an endorsed teacher be part 

of the IEP team for every child with 

ASD. Increased funding to Community 

Colleges for disability services and 

expansion of the Inclusive Concurrent 

Enrollment programs to all colleges. 

Priority #10  Recommended increased 

availability of AAC. 

Priority # 11 Housing recommended 

ways to improve access to housing for 

people with ASD. 

Priority # 12 Recommendations were 

centered on improving health care for 

people with ASD.  

Priority # 13 That the Commission 

continue to meet and follow up on the 

recommendations. 
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New Clinic opens at UMASS Medical School/ UMASS Memorial 

Hospital in Worcester 

We are very excited to be able to share the following information with our families. For too many years fami-

lies in Central and Western Massachusetts have had to travel long distances to get evaluations and treatment 

guidance for their children with autism spectrum disorders. Children with co morbid psychiatric disorders 

presented extra challenges and long waits for appointments have been the norm. After several years of plan-

ning a new clinic is opening right here in Central Massachusetts to meet the ever growing need of families. 

Here at the Autism Resource Center we couldn’t be more pleased to support this and look forward to a long 

and fruitful relationship with CANDO and CANDI  to work together to improve the lives of individuals with 

ASD in the region. Congratulations to UMass Medical School and UMass Memorial Hospital on this exciting 

news.   

 

The Center for Autism and Neurodevelopmental DisOrders (CANDO) launches in June 2013,to provide a first

-ever single point of entry in central and western Massachusetts for interdisciplinary evaluations, short-term 

treatment, and care coordination for youth and families. Driven by the needs of each youth and family, the 

clinic aims to provide a single site for service that focuses on accurate diagnosis paired with effective and 

comprehensive treatments.  

 

Jean A. Frazier, MD is the Senior Medical Director, David M. Cochran, MD, PhD is the Assistant Medical Di-

rector and Mary Beth Kadlec, ScD, OTR/L is the CANDO Program Director. 

During this first year ,the clinic is ready to serve up to 50 children, ages 13 and under. Referrals in this first 

year will be accepted for those whose primary care physician is in the UMASS system. The long-term goal is 

to provide a permanent, integrated, clinical, research and teaching clinic for patients with Autism Spectrum 

and other Neurodevelopmental Disorders across the lifespan. 

 

An interdisciplinary team will focus on the evaluation and diagnosis of the child’s challenges, develop a treat-

ment program and assist in transitioning the child into community supports over a 14 week period. The core 

team of specialists may include a Child Psychiatrist, Pediatric Neurologist, Developmental Behavioral Pedia-

trician, Occupational Therapist, Speech and Language Pathologist, Board-certified Behavior Analyst, Family 

Member, Sleep Expert, Geneticist, and/or a Gastroenterologist. 

 

CANDO is funded in part by accessing existing resources within the University of Massachusetts Medical 

School and University Massachusetts Memorial Health Center. Outpatient clinics with interdisciplinary care of 

this caliber and complexity cannot be funded solely by insurance.  Private support from families, friends and 

other organizations will be essential in ensuring CANDO’s success.  To help encourage giving, an anonymous 

donor has issued a challenge grant, and will match donations, dollar-for dollar, up to $500,000.Our challenge 

grant deadline is July 1, 2014.  If you would like to donate, or have any questions or suggestions, please con-



 

            

 

DONATIONS 

Tribastone Trust 

Inspirations Hair Salon 

 

CAR DONATION  

Steve Yardumian 

 

UNITED WAY DONATIONS      

Unum 

Richard Bolster 

Anthony Scuderi 

Michael Maceiko 

Jennifer A. Farrell 

Paul Krasnov 

 

Protector Group Insurance Agency, 

Inc. 

Lynnemarie Vuona 

Worcester Telegram & Gazette 

Denise A. Anderson 

Brooke Blew 

UMass Memorial Health Care, Inc. 

Katherine York 

Bobbi-Jo Anderson 

UPS 

Anonymous 

Bancroft School 

Stephen Kelley 

 

 

 

Hanover Insurance 

William Gross 

Kevin B. Ertel 

Doreen D. Desroches 

Coreen Gaffney 

D. A. Hull Brown 

Maria Panarelli 

Suzanne R. Borden 

Sharon Soponski 

 

To designate the Autism Resource  

Center as the recipient of your 

United Way Donation use the 

name Autism Resource Center and 

the code UN 00365 
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The Danny Foundation for Autism is pleased to announce the availability of funding to provide assistance to individuals 

with autism and their families. Preference will be given to Massachusetts residents and organizations.  The foundation 

will provide funds to organizations and individuals (the amount available to a single applicant in a given fiscal year is 

$100-$500; please do not request a grant in excess of $500):  to assist families in the care of individuals with autism, in-

cluding respite care; to help educate individuals regarding the diagnosis and treatment of autism; and to support profes-

sionals in furthering their education in the field of treating individuals with autism. 

We are open to innovative projects that will provide increased independence for people with autism or increased family 

time. Your application must include the attached grant application cover sheet. Donations made to individuals 

will be need (financial) based. Explain your financial need.  Please indicate why you qualify.  We suggest you in-

clude a copy of your latest federal tax return. Please specify other current sources of assistance such as DDS, 

School District, Mass Health, etc.  Without this information your request is incomplete and will not be reviewed. 

Key Dates: Proposal postmarked by: October 15, 2013 Committee Evaluation: November 30, 2013 Notification: De-

cember 23, 2013 

To request an application form, please send a note with either your e-mail address (for an electronic copy) or a stamped 

self addressed envelope (for a hard copy) to: Janet Abrahamson, Chairperson, 166 Mill Street  Stoughton, MA 02072.  

 The funds that can be awarded at a particular application date are limited.  Therefore, in an effort to make funding 

equally available to a broad constituency, consideration will be given to the amount of funds that have been given to an 

individual or program at previous application dates.  

Danny Foundation Grants 
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Danny Foundation Grants 
We are open to innovative projects GRANT APPLICATION COVER SHEET 

Contact person:______________________________________ 

Address:________________________________ City, State _________________________   Zip _______ 

Telephone: Day _______________________   Evening ____________________________ 

Amount of funding request: __________________  Would you accept partial funding? Yes / No 

Name of individual or organization for whom the grant will be used: _____________________________ 

If an individual, specify diagnosis:________________________ _____ Age:______________ Sex: M / F 

Relationship to contact person:____________________________________________________________ 

Brief description of how funds will be used (20 words maximum):_______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you affiliated with an autism support center? (circle one): Yes  / No    

If yes, name and phone # of center:___________________________________________________________ 

Current sources of assistance: DDS (per year): $___________  SSI (per month): $__________    

Mass Health (circle one): Yes  / No    Child Support (per month): $________ AFDC (per month): $ ________ 

Food stamps (circle one): Yes / No   Fuel Assistance (per month): $ __________   

School District: ___________________ Other: $_________ (describe) ___________________   None_____    

Attach a written proposal which should include: 

1. Detailed description of how funds will be used, include target population, dates, time and location 

2. Goals and objectives 

3. Qualifications of key personnel 

4. Budget - how will the funds be utilized? Itemize 

5. Projected outcomes - what do you hope to achieve 

6. *For individuals – Grants to individuals are need (financial) based. Explain your financial need.  Please indicate 

why you qualify.  Without this information your request is incomplete and will not be reviewed.  We suggest you 

include a copy of your latest federal tax return. Specify current sources of financial assistance. 

7. For Professionals - include 2 professional letters of recommendation 

8.  Include self addressed stamped envelope for notification of receipt of grant 

Submissions must be limited to two typewritten pages, sent via U.S. Postal Service. (faxes not accepted) 

Follow up expectations:  

Receipt copies 

Public awareness, if applicable (e.g., newspaper clipping, etc. informing others of award) 

Evaluation procedure and results submitted to committee 

Possible follow up visit by committee member 

Within one year of receiving grant funding, recipients must submit a report with receipts to verify how funds were spent.  

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/5?session_redirect=true&userinfo=5d3424b7ae079e80924f61db4ad726a8&count=1339007982&cf=SP2&randid=1820820097


Calendar                                                                                                                                                                               

Register for Events @ www.autismresourcecentral .org or call  508 -298-1610 Fees for Events are as stated  

JULY 

  
 

 

 

 

July 4, 2013 

CENTER CLOSED 

  

July 12, 2013 

Friends and Family Movie  
West Boylston Cinema 

10 AM $5.00/family 

  

July 17, 2013 

Parent Night Out  

Devens Grill 
4 Ryan Way  

Devens MA 

7 PM 

  

July 19, 2013 

Play Date in the Park  
Dunn State Park  

289 Pearl Street  

Gardner Ma  

10 AM 

Pack a picnic and swim gear 

$5.00 parking fee paid at park  

  

July 21, 2013 

Family Fun at Breezy Picnic Grounds 
520 NW Main St,  

Douglas, MA 01516 

10 AM  

$5.00 per person - Children under 2 free 

Raindate July 28th - check website on 

July 21st for cancellation 

  

July 26, 2013 

Friends and Family Movie  

West Boylston Cinema 

10 AM $5.00/family 
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 AUGUST 
 
 

 

 

 

August 2, 2013 

 Friends and Family Movie  
West Boylston Cinema 

10 AM $5.00/family 

   

August 9, 2013 

Play Date in the Park  
Spencer State Forest  

51 Howe Rd , Spencer MA 

10 AM 

Pack a picnic and swim gear 

$5.00 parking fee paid at park  

August 11, 2013 

New Balance Falmouth Road Race 
See Development Corner for more info 

   

August 14, 2013 

Parent Night Out  
The Alamo Restaurant 

55 Medway Road 

Milford MA  7 PM                         

 

August 16, 2013                                 

Friends and Family 

Movie                                                 
West Boylston Cinema                                

10 AM $5.00/family 

August 16, 2013 

Take Me Out to The Ball Game 

Lowell Spinners  VS. Hudson Valley 

Renegades                                                  

450 Aiken St, Lowell, MA 01854 

7:05 PM Tickets  $2.00 per person  

August 19 -23 2013                                

CENTER CLOSED                                 

Family Fun Days at Camp 

Camp Virginia                                            

96 Hudson Road Bolton Ma                       

registration closes August 1, 2013 

    SEPTEMBER 

  

  

September 2, 2013                                  

CENTER CLOSED 

September 9, 2013                              

CENTER CLOSED 

Tee Up for Children with Autism 

Presented by Long Auto Group   

Highfields Golf & Country Club  

September 11, 2013                      

Asperger Support Group               

7 PM   

September 14, 2013                              

SIBSHOP                                           

10AM– 2 PM                                        

Fee: $10/per child $15.00 family cap 

September 15, 2013                              

Family Fun—Apple Picking             

Berlin Orchards                                     

Sawyer Hill Road,  Berlin MA    

2PM $5.00/family                                                      

September 18, 2013                                   

Autism Support Group                           

7 PM   

September 19, 2013                           

Teens & Young Adults                               

Community Connections                     

Pizza & a Movie  6 PM                           

$5.00/family    

September 23, 2013                                    

Parents & Tots Play Group                   

4:30 PM 

September 25, 2013                               

Parents of Teens Support Group   

7 PM 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/dunn.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/dunn.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/spen.htm
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FAMILY FUN AND FITNESS                                                                                                                                                                 

Summer is a time to be outdoors and active.  Our Family Fun and Fitness group for teens and young adults will be walk-

ing some weeks and trying out other activities on other weeks . The group meets on Mondays from 6-7—7:30 PM.  

We’ll walk at various locations in the Worcester area if the weather is good,  if it’s raining we’ll meet at St.Vincent Hos-

pital Atrium to walk there. Locations and activities are listed below. Families may join us to walk at no cost, or join us 

for the family activities at the $5.00/family fee.  Register at www.autismresourcecentral.org or call 508-298-1610      

July 1, 2013 Walk at Lake Park in Worcester                                                                                                                                                  

July 8, 2013 Zumba—Get Fit Body Mind & Soul ,66 John Fitch Highway, Fitchburg, MA. Cost : $5.00 /family                                 

July 15, 2013 Walk at Wachusett Reservoir, Rt 110 Clinton. Then Ice Cream at Rota Springs Cost : $5.00 /family                                                                                                                                                                         

July 22, 2013 Walk at Lake Park in Worcester—(Sue & Cid not available this night)                                                                   

July 29, 2013 Walk at West Boylston Rail Trail,  North Main St, West Boylston                                                                            

August 5, 2013 Mini Golf & Bounce at West End Creamery, 481 Purgatory Road, Whitinsville, Cost : $5.00 /family                                                                                                                                                                         

August 12, 2013 Walk Rail Trail Millbury at Worcester Parking Lot .                                                                                          

August 19, 2013 Mini Golf at Mulligans, Rt 12, Sterling MA.  Cost : $5.00 /family                                                                                                                                                                         

Activities for Teens and Young Adults                         

Page 7 

Development Corner—New Balance Falmouth Road Race 

 SOCIALIZATION GROUP                                                                                                                                                                            

Last winter we launched a social group for teens and young adults and it has been quite successful. Participants have 

come to know each other, developed friendships and enjoyed activities together. This group will continue to meet on the 

4th Wednesday of the month, and is facilitated by Deb Gonzalez and Lori Lauria who have worked in Grafton Schools. 

This group is limited to teens 16 years  up to the age of 22. Participants should be capable of conversing with others, and 

be able to participate in a group without presenting challenging behaviors. Parents MUST accompany their teens to the 

Center the night of  the group and will attend the Parents of Teens group with presentations and discussions which are 

designed to meet the issues of transition and parenting teens on the spectrum. Parents may attend without their child be-

ing a member of the group, as the group for parents is independent of the social group. To join, we ask that group mem-

bers make a commitment of attending all sessions to help create a cohesive group. Limited to 14 participants.   Group 

will meet Sept 25, Oct 23, Nov 20 ( 3rd Wed) Dec at the New Years Eve Eve Dinner Dance Dec 30th , Jan 22, 2014, Feb 

26, March 26, April 23, May 28, June 18 .Cost $ 50.00 for the year. Register online or call 508-298-1610  

As you may have seen on our website and through Facebook posts, the Center has been chosen as a ―Number for Non-

Profits‖ charity for the 2013 New Balance Falmouth Road Race. 

The New Balance Falmouth Road Race is a 7 mile road race that starts in Woods Hole and finishes in Falmouth Heights 

on the second Sunday of August. There are approximately 12,000 runners that run this race annually from elite runners 

to weekend warriors. If you have never run this race before, I urge you to consider it!  At this time, we do have some 

numbers still available. The fundraising minimum is $1,250 which includes a dri-fit shirt, a race singlet and your regis-

tration fee. The deadline to register is July 31, 2013, although to have your name on your bib the deadline is July 10, 

2013. 

If you are interested in running for the Center, please contact me at kwhite@hmea.org or 508-298-1607 and I will send 

you the registration information. 

                                                                                                                                                      Cheers,    Kara 

mailto:kwhite@hmea.org


Phone: 508-835-4278 

Fax: 508 –835-3723 

Email: autism@HMEA.org 

www.autismresourcecentral.org 

Sue Loring RN  - Director  

Cid  DeLeo - Assistant to Director  

Kris Gregoire, Kathy Taylor—Support Brokers 

Kathy O’Neill - Autism Information Specialist 

Kara M. White- Events and Development 

Coordinator 

We are the Center of the autism community 

Th e  Reso u rce  CONNEC TI ON i s  a  q u ar t e r ly  p u b l i ca t io n  o f  Th e  Au t i sm R eso u rce  Cen te r  o f  Cen t ra l  M ass ach u se t t s  

The  Au t i sm Resource  Cen ter  does  no t  endorse  any  t rea tmen t s ,  p rograms  or  product s .  Ar t i c l es ,  announcemen t s  and   resources  are  

prov ided  for  in format ion  purposes  on ly .   

71 Sterling Street                              

West Boylston MA 

Family Advisory Board               

Chair                                                      

Kelly Carey (Shrewsbury)                                                                                                                                       

Vice Chair                                       

Mia McDonald ( Worcester)                                                                           

Treasurer                                        

Erica Ploof ( Sterling)                             

Secretary                                                           

Heidi Robbins ( Millbury)                            

AFAM Liaison                                                 

Carrie Noseworthy (Leominster) 

Amy Comeau  (Leominster)                  

Kim Athanassiades  (Oxford)                          

Michael Harrington (Sturbridge)  

Stacey Levine-Lavely( Shrewsbury)                               

Tina Colbert ( Worcester)                            

Kristen Saad (Spencer)                            

Hope Marie Bonilla (Gardner)                                               

In Memory of Richie Saad 

Our hearts are heavy as we mourn the loss of one of our staunchest supporters, 

Richie Saad. Richie, husband to Family Advisory Board member Kristen Saad, 

passed away last month, quite suddenly although he had fought a valiant battle to 

overcome serious health challenges. Despite passing at a young age, Richie did 

overcome so many challenges living his life with optimism, good will and good 

humor. For those who would like to 

help his family a memorial fund has 

been established. 

 Memorial donations may be made 

to:  

The Richard Saad Jr. Memorial 

Fund, c/o Country Bank, 20 Soojan 

Dr., Leicester, MA 01524, or 

brought into any bank office.  


