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RESOURCE CONNECTION  

On October 23, 2014 disability advo-

cates from across the state and across 

disabilities gathered at Fenway Park 

to witness and celebrate the signing of 

three important pieces of legislation. 

The weather was dreary requiring that 

the signing move to the protected con-

fines of the State Street Pavilion 

where the ‖ glitterati ― of the disabil-

ity world assembled for this historic 

occasion. Nothing 

could dampen the 

spirits of those pre-

sent , and the future 

for people with dis-

abilities became 

brighter with the 

strokes of Governor 

Deval  Patrick’s 

pens. 

The first bill signed 

was the Autism Om-

nibus Bill and Bar-

bara L’Italien, 

who’d been the 

chair of the Autism 

Commission and is 

currently the ARC of Massachusetts 

Director of Governmental Affairs  

spoke about the bi-partisan support  

this landmark piece of legislation gar-

nered. The Autism Omnibus Bill took 

several key goals set by the Autism 

Commission and bundled them to-

gether effectively changing the land-

scape for individuals with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  This bill in-

cluded a requirement that Mass 

Health cover medically necessary 

treatments for children with ASD who 

are under 21 years old,  including 

ABA therapies as well as dedicated 

and non-dedicated AAC devices; Ex-

tension of Department of Develop-

mental Services (DDS) eligibility to 

many persons with Autism, Prader 

Willi Syndrome and Smith-Magenis 

syndrome; The creation of an Autism 

Endorsement for special education 

teachers to enable them to voluntarily 

gain in-depth knowledge about the 

complexities of educating students 

with ASD; The creation of tax-free 

saving accounts (called ―Achieving a 

Better Life Experience‖ or ABLE) to 

help families cover anticipated dis-

ability-related expenses for individu-

als with ASD and other physical and 

developmental disabilities; Requiring 

DMH and DDS to develop and imple-

ment a plan to provide services to in-

dividuals who have both a mental 

illness and a developmental disabil-

ity; and Establishing the Autism 

Commission as a permanent entity.  

In addition to many Autism Advo-

cates there were representatives from 

the Down Syndrome Congress,  

Mass Families Organizing for 

Change, Mass Advocates Standing 

Strong, AFAM, The 

ARC of Massachusetts, 

Mass Advocates for 

Children and individuals 

with  disabilities who 

were on hand to cele-

brate the signing of The 

Act Relative To Real 

Lives. This important 

piece of will effect sys-

tem change in the way 

developmental services 

are financed and deliv-

ered. Individuals will be 

able to determine how to 

spend their allocated 

dollars on services and 

supports they need in-

cluding but not limited to assistive 

technology, modifications, therapies, 

and professional, residential and em-

ployment services and supports. 

The third bill, An Act Requiring Na-

tional Background Checks is self 

explanatory and will require that 

those working with people with de-

velopmental disabilities have na-

tional criminal background checks 

done in order to be employed. A 

great step forward! 
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For starters, I have two boys, one is 6 

years old, and the other is 8. One has 

autism, one does not, but they are 

equally important. This is a story of 

our trip to Disney World Resort in Or-

lando, Fl.  

 As a father of an 8 year old ―pretty 

behavioral‖ son with Autism who con-

siders himself ―actively involved‖, I 

happen to be a member of several vari-

ous autism related list serves, Face-

book pages, etc About 6 months ago, I 

came across a random email with the 

subject line‖Once in a lifetime oppor-

tunity! Take an autism friendly flight to 

Disney!‖  As I laughed, I thought to 

myself (probably out loud) Ha ha, now 

what the hell does that even mean?  

Disney has always been something that 

was ―lurking‖ out in the distance of my 

brain as a parent, basically as a big 

question mark. I would say to myself, I 

wonder if I will ever take Brenden to 

Disney? Thinking about a trip like that 

even as little as a year and a half earlier 

would of never even been a considera-

tion, but on that day I opened the mes-

sage and the attached flyer.  

Now, I like to consider myself pretty 

―rational‖, and maybe even a bit overly 

cautious about what sort of situations I 

insert myself into. However, I made a 

rash decision to place my name on the 

list, and paid my deposit without even 

thinking about it.  I was going to go 

damn it, what’s the worst that could 

happen? My two boys and I would be 

doing Disney World!  

It wasn’t until about 2 months later 

when the logistical messages started 

rolling in that it hit me this trip was 

actually a reality. Perhaps I should sup-

ply some additional background infor-

mation about this ―once in a lifetime 

opportunity‖. This event was sanc-

tioned by several organizations, all 

working together to try and pull to-

gether an experience for families who 

would otherwise never think about this 

the magic that is a Disney vacation. 

First there is the Autism on the Seas 

organization, which specializes in 

helping families with Autism go on 

cruises. Second, the Wings for Autism 

group, which helps give families af-

fected by autism an airline travel ex-

perience, and lastly a travel agent (also 

an ASD parent) who opened his own 

autism friendly travel agency named 

ASD Vacations. This trip promised 

everything I could ask for, a friendly 

airport experience, built in respite (yes, 

I said respite), some Disney perks, and 

most of all, a plane full of families just 

like mine, with non-judgmental people 

surrounding me.  

The options seemed limitless, built in 

respite, choice of two Disney resorts to 

stay in, expedited security though the 

TSA, and well, Mickey. Did I mention 

RESPITE? (sorry Mickey). For my son 

it was really more about Dusty the air-

plane and Elsa the Frozen Princess or 

something like that, but you get the 

picture. As time ticked away, choices 

became deadlines to make decisions, 

and my deposit became a non-

refundable payment, and the inevitable 

day of being locked in a tube going 

600 mph, 35,000 feet in the air with a 

bunch of kids like mine was looming. 

While I tried my best to organize my-

self ahead of time, I found it to be tir-

ing, as the more people I spoke to who 

had been to Disney, the more ―options‖ 

I was informed of.  I found it all very 

exhausting. Around 6 weeks out from 

my trip, I shut down and said to my-

self, quit ―planning‖ things, and de-

cided to have zero expectations, and 

assumed since I am a smart guy, I 

would just figure it out. Here is 

where I will highly suggest planning 

your Disney trip, in advance. How-

ever, I must say that is a technicality 

that goes for any family traveling 

there. You just want to know what 

you’re hitting, when, and then book 

it ahead of time. That’s my free ad-

vice. Well, the week of the trip came, 

and the first order of business was 

―breaking‖ the news to my son ahead 

of time. While I would of loved to be 

that dad that just woke them up at 

5am saying ―LET‖S GO, NO 

SCHOOL TODAY, WE ARE GO-

ING TO DISNEY!‖ the thought of 

the potential aftermath of that sort of 

schedule change was just downright 

scary. So, with the input of teachers, 

mom, and other supports, I decided 

the weekend before would be the 

best time. If there was to be protest 

and perseveration, one week would 

be enough for everyone. He took the 

news very well, and he was excited! 

With that hurdle out of the way, I 

already put this trip in the books as a 

success!  The only question I got that 

week was ―Daddy, will you hold my 

hand on the plane?‖ ―Sure buddy, no 

problem.‖ 

Finally, travel day came and I found 

myself Boston bound on the Mass 

Turnpike. We parked, and headed in. 

So far, so good. I knew ahead of time 

that the 120 passenger JetBlue plane 

was filled to capacity by this event, 

so I knew there would be lots of 

families checking in. We made our 

way to the JetBlue check in area and 

there was a very long line, and my 

blood pressure started to go up. At 

the entrance of the little barriers that 

you have to criss cross was an agent 

with a clipboard, so I said, ―We are 

with the wings for Autism Group 

headed to Disney‖.  ―Right this way 

 

One Family’s Experience  
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Sir‖.  We went straight to a separate 

ticketing booth and right up to check 

our bags, two minutes later, I was at 

TSA ―pre-check in‖ and we waited a 

short while and went on through. 

TSA agents were very accommodat-

ing, and I have to say, perhaps, pos-

sibly even ―prepared‖. I had been 

pointing out to my son where to 

place his feet and how to raise his 

arms through the full body scanner, 

when a TSA agent pulled me aside 

and took us all through the old fash-

ioned scanner you just walk through. 

My son, still stopped, and raised his 

arms up over his head, and we all got 

a laugh out of that. With security 

over, it was just a matter of sitting at 

the gate. I was happy to see that 

there were families of all ages, and 

abilities waiting to travel with me.  

The JetBlue staff onboard were very 

nice, and very patient. As a group, 

we had our fair share of behaviors 

during the flight, but outside of some 

yelling, clapping and stimming, to-

tally fine. I was impressed with all 

the families, and their kids. Really, 

once you’re locked in, you’re going 

either way, so we all made the best 

of it. In hindsight, it was actually 

pretty astonishing how easy the 

flight was. And, as the pilot said be-

fore we departed, ―We have a fully 

stocked bar for your convenience‖, 

so yeah, that helped.  

On the ground in Orlando, our bags 

had been checked straight through to 

our rooms, so it was an escorted 

walk by Alan Day , owner of ASD 

Vacations, straight to the Disney 

Magical Express Bus. A short ride 

later, we passed through the gates 

from reality into, Disney. Almost 

every family hit the pool as bags 

were an hour or so behind us. All the 

 

Our Trip to Disney World—by David Iborra 

families in our group were booked in 

a block of rooms together, another 

nice idea. I met some great people, 

and made new friends, another good 

point to doing this. Each family was 

able to plan their own visits in regards 

to rides, parks, tickets, meal plans, 

etc. The crew from Autism on the 

Seas was providing 2 scheduled group 

respite sessions per day at one of the 

Disney hotel convention centers. The 

choices were 1pm to 4pm or 6pm to 

9pm.  Additionally, you could pur-

chase 5 hour blocks of 1:1 respite if 

desired. Group respite was also able 

to accommodate neurotypical siblings 

if parents wanted some alone time. 

Each family had Disney’s fast pass as 

a part of the trip, but additionally we 

also had the disability access pass. 

This proved to be very valuable, as 

the fast pass options become increas-

ingly limited. The first fast pass I tried 

to book at 11:30 while standing in the 

Magic Kingdom Park told me to come 

back at 9:30pm!  An hour later, at 

lunch, there were no more fast passes 

available in the park for any ride. But, 

with the disability access card, I still 

was able to access attractions even 

though the fast pass option was full, 

or closed to other visitors. We spent 

our time exploring the Magic King-

dom and having a magical time. Very 

little issues to note, but there were 

some things unique to my son that 

were prevalent. A fire breathing 

dragon during a parade for instance.  

My biggest complaint was exhaustion, 

as we stayed up late and took in eve-

rything we could.  

The Disney staff was highly accom-

modating. At one point, I left a back-

pack on one of the busses back to my 

resort hotel. Two concerns, my son’s 

medication, and a couple of his toys 

were in there, two things I needed 

back, and fast. Within 1 hour of report-

ing it ―lost somewhere on a bus‖, they 

had found it !The parks were busy, but 

apparently they always are. It really 

may be the happiest place on earth. My 

children enjoyed themselves, made 

new friends, and had a chance to do 

something they otherwise would not 

have at their current ages. The trip 

home was very similar to the trip 

down.  Alan Day escorted us from the 

park all the way to the gate and high 

fived each child as we boarded. On the 

plane, most of the kids were exhausted, 

so the majority of the chatter was be-

tween parents. New friendships had 

been made with others who share com-

mon bonds.  

Not to be left out, is the fact my nuero-

typical child was there with us and he 

did awesome as well, and enjoyed his 

time. He also came away with new 

sibling friends that are NT as well. 

They already have a plan to FaceTime 

each other! Such a great thing for him! 

Overall, two thumbs up from me, and I 

am so happy I did it. If you are think-

ing I can’t, you are wrong, you can! At 

the end of the day, my trip was very 

―typical‖ of what anyone would expect 

traveling with an 8 and 6 year old. This 

was the first of what will hopefully be 

many future offerings between these 

organizations, and I highly suggest 

considering this option for your fami-

lies chance at a Disney vacation. There 

is another trip planned in May 2015. 

I’ll be doing this again!                           

http://www.autismontheseas.com/ 

http://www.asdvacations.com/
magic-for-autism                                            

http:/www.charlesrivercenter.org/?
pid=14828  

http://www.autismontheseas.com/
http://www.asdvacations.com/magic-for-autism
http://www.asdvacations.com/magic-for-autism
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Participants for all groups MUST be 

Autism Division eligible, and under 

the age of 18. 

SOCIAL SKILLS GROUPS  Those 

who would like to enroll their child in a 

Social Skills Groups with a clinician 

may apply for funding, up to $300,    

towards a group session.  Funds will be 

sent directly to providers, and families 

would be responsible for any fees be-

yond $300.00. If a provider charges less 

than $300.00, the fee will be covered in 

total by the funding. Funding for social 

skills groups is limited to eligible candi-

dates under the age of 18 who meet the 

criteria for participation as set by the 

clinician. Contact the Resource Center 

to secure possible funding by calling 

508-298-1609. If approved, your pro-

vider may invoice the Center for pay-

ment of $300.00 for your child. 

IEP Clinics  

Hour long IEP clinics are a chance to 

meet with an Advocate to review your 

child’s IEP, to ask questions regarding 

securing services and fine tune your 

own input into the IEP.  Please contact 

Kathy  at 508 –298-1609 to make an 

appointment for your clinic.                            

Available times : 9:30,10:30, 11:30 AM 

1 & 2 PM 

Dates :                                                            

Jan 22, 2015 Leominster Library                     

Jan 28, 2015 South County Pediatrics  

Webster                                                      

Feb 12, 2015 Autism Resource Center  

Visual Clinics  

Parents may call the center to book a 

time to come to the Center and utilize 

Activities of daily living, and for a 

small materials fee, we stock Velcro, 

foam board, books and rings which 

make your visuals portable to other 

settings. Call Kathy O’Neill at 508-

298-1609. Available as well on a 

drop in basis if staff and computer is 

available. Plan at least a 1 1/2 hour 

visit if you are not familiar with 

boardmaker.  

Sensory Clinic                                         

with Natalie Marcil OTR/L  

This fall we are offering parents of 

eligible children the opportunity to 

meet with Natalie 1 :1 with their 

child for four (4) 1/2 hour sessions 

across 4 weeks  to provide Consulta-

tion  in the area of Sensory Process-

ing Dysfunction and or Sensory Inte-

gration.  

A Sensory Profile Assessment will 

be done which will identify any sen-

sory specific needs their child may or 

may not have. Natalie will provide 

resources for Parents including web-

sites, DIY sensory equipment , sen-

sory play, activities,  

At conclusion of the sessions parents 

will be given an individual " sensory 

diet" for their child.  

Sessions will take place in January-

and February from 3:30 PM– 5:30 

PM  on Thursdays . Please call 

Kathy O’Neill at 508-298-1609 to 

schedule appointments for your 

child.  

January 8,15,22 & 29th                          

3:30PM, 4PM 4:30PM &  5PM 

February 9,12, 19 & 26th                     

3:30PM, 4PM 4:30PM &  5PM 

COMMUNITY INCLUSION 

GRANTS                                                       

Please call Kathy at 508-298-1609 to 

request Inclusion Grants  

 YMCA Memberships  

The Autism Resource Center will pro-

vide scholarships to the following 

YMCA’s  for children under 18 with 

ASD who are DDS eligible, which will 

run through to the end of June.  

YWCA of Central MA Worcester 

Greendale YMCA ,Worcester       

Central Community YMCA in 

Worcester                                                         

Montachusett YMCA in Fitchburg,     

Tri Community YMCA in 

Southbridge                                          

Hockomock YMCA, Franklin Branch,                                                                  

Boroughs YMCA Branch in Westboro                                                 

The Clark YMCA in Winchendon 

YMCA  of Greater Nashua  in NH  

Children who qualify must be accom-

panied by 1 parent or a 1:1 aide. Ac-

cess to some of the program areas for 

children under the age of 13 may re-

quire the person accompanying the 

child to have a CORI & SORI check 

done, which would take 24 hours.  

Martial Arts  

The Autism Resource Center will fund 

1 month of  inclusion in a martial arts 

program at the following studios.                                                 

MJA Martial Arts in Spencer or           

New Horizons Martial Arts in West 

Boylston . 

If you are enrolled in a class elsewhere 

call Kathy @ 508-298-1609 to inquire 

for funding.  

 

Autism Division Funded Activities  
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 UNITED WAY DONATIONS     

Hanover Insurance  

Brian Kelly                                                 

Margo McCaffrey Bishop                             

Maria Panerelli                                     

Kevin Ertell                                              

Coreen Gaffney                                                         

UPS                                                             

John Amorello  

Liberty Mutual                                         

Matthew Desimone                                    

Brittany Tirozzi 

To designate the Autism           

Resource Center as the re-

cipient of your United Way 

Donation use the name Au-

tism Resource Center and 

the code UN 00365 

DONATIONS 

NYPRO FOUNDATION                        

Fallon Community Health Plan                 

Waters Corporation                                   

Coleman Carden                                          

Chad Harrington & His Cousins 

Brian Kovalski 

In Honor of Amy Smith 

Madge Waite  

MEMORIALS  

In Remembrance of                       

Robert Buckley                          

Nancy Zuccarelli                             

Mildred Aiken               

In Remembrance of                     

Theresa Brooks                                                 

James LaFont                                             

Daniel & Betty Spoerl.                               

Terry & Keith Gustafson 

In Remembrance of                    

Susan Burke                            

Fallon Community Health 

In Remembrance of                         

James H. Curtin Sr.                         

Amelia & Joseph Curtin                           

Our condolences to the families 

who’ve lost loved ones. The 

gifts made in their memory will 

be used with care and concern 

to benefit the families we serve.  

Our Thanks to the families who             

participated in the Scarecrows for 

Solutions Program at Bemis Farms.         

Mary Ellen Dion, Nora Parkes                                       

Danielle Saksa, Brenda Martin,                                                 

Lisa Annecchiarico, Rick Mendez                                              

Angela Enman, Julie Burns                                                    

Lauren Roberts, Kim Lanava                  

Colleen Tully, Lynn Lange                        

The Owens Family, Gail Farron, 

Mirella Sawyer, Lori Hutchinson,             

The Gustafson Family Cid Deleo & 

Sue Loring 

CARS FOR AUTISM                     

You can donate a used car 

and support your Center.              

A professionally licensed, bonded and 

insured towing company will pick-up 

your car donation and provide you 

with a vehicle donation receipt. We 

make donating a car more convenient 

than selling it and more rewarding 

than trading it in. Feel great knowing 

that your donation makes a difference!        

Car Donations are accepted at 

http://www.donateacar.com/ or call  

800-240-0160 to speak to a representative  

of Car Program LLC directly 

Donations and Memorial Gifts  

Take two cars so one of you can leave 

early if need be.  * Bring a sensory 

fidget bag ( like Koosh balls etc)                                                                         

* Bring child’s favorite DVD, If stay-

ing overnight bring portable DVD 

player *   Bring Ear plugs to block 

noise * Offer to host the dinner since 

your child will be more comfortable at 

home. The extra work will be worth 

your sanity. Ask everyone to bring a 

dish *  Simplify the Tree (perhaps 

with no lights and unbreakable orna-

ments) *Keep the Menorah up high or 

have a children’s menorah *Decorate 

only one room and keep it blocked 

off* Decide to do only one outing ei-

ther Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 

or one night with extended family for 

Chanukah *  Tag Team with your 

spouse or family member to be ―on 

duty‖ at family parties * Limit the 

number of people invited to make the 

group smaller * Let relatives know 

ahead of time not to be disappointed 

with your child’s reaction to their 

gifts.* Bring your child’s favorite 

foods and snacks * Leave when things 

are going well, right after the party’s 

peak * Order a ready made Holiday 

Dinner * Always have your stuff 

packed and by the door so that you 

can make a quick exit* Set up a sys-

tem ahead of time for your other chil-

dren who may want to stay longer * 

Take your child for a car ride to give 

them a break in the action * Give your 

child a job to do with the company 

such as passing out treats * Get a sit-

ter and plan at least one night out with 

some adult company*  For more tips 

check our website under Holiday Tips  

on the Resources Page!                                                                      

Holiday Survival Guide 

http://www.donateacar.com/


 

December 

 

 

December 1, 2014                                           

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium                            

6 PM   

December 3,  2014                                        

Support Group for Parents of More 

Able  Children on the Spectrum                     

7-9 PM                                                                     

Meet with DDS Assistant                            

Commissioner Janet George    

December 7, 2014                                               

Annual Children’s Holiday Party                       

Prior Registration Required                          

Manor Restaurant 

December 8, 2014                                       

CENTER CLOSED                                         

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium                                

6 PM    

December 10, 2014                                        

Classic Autism Support Group                         

7-9 PM  

December 15, 2014                                          

Parents & Tots                                               

4:30– 5:30 PM  

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium                               

6 PM   

December 17, 2014                                         

Teen & Young Adult                                       

Socialization Group                                                                

7-9 PM                                                            

Fee: $5.00/pp                                                             

Parents of Teens Support Group                          

7-9 PM  

December 18, 2014                                  

Grupo de Apoyo                                        

11 Sycamore Street, Worcester                            

10:30 AM 

December 22, 2014                                  

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium                              

6 PM 

December 24, 2014                            

Friends & Family Movie                                  

West Boylston Cinema                                        

10 AM $ 2.00/pp                                    

CENTER CLOSES 3 PM 

December 26, 2014                                  

Holiday Lights Trip -Location:  TBA                               

Meet at the Center at 6 PM 

December 29, 2014                              

Bounce Around for                                   

Children up to age 12                                

$2.00/pp                                                   

Jump & Play                                                

486 Chestnut St, Gardner                               

10 AM                                                        

Zoinks                                                  

7 Pioneer Dr, North Oxford, MA 

10 :15 AM                                                 

PUMP IT UP                                                

810 Boston Turnpike, Shrewsbury,                   

10 AM  

 Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM   

December 30, 2014                                      

New Years Eve Eve Dinner Dance                  

for Families of Teens                                     

Manor Restaurant  6:30PM —9:30 PM                           

Registration Required                                      

call 508-298-1610                                            

January    

 

January 2, 2015                                   

Bowling & Pizza Party                           

Gardner Ten Pins                                                        

560 W Broadway, Gardner, MA 

10:30 AM $2.00/pp  

January 5, 2015                                           

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM 

January 7, 2015                                               

Support Group for Parents of More 

Able  Children on the Spectrum                     

7-9 PM  

January 10, 2015                                                 

SIBSHOP                                                  

Lunenburg United Parish                     

14 Main St,  Lunenburg Ma                             

10 AM—2PM                                              

Cost : $10/pp $15/family cap 

January 12, 2015                                        

Parents & Tots                                               

4:30– 5:30 PM  

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM  

January 14, 2015                                     

Classic Autism Support Group                         

7-9 PM  

January 15, 2015                                   

Grupo de Apoyo                                        

11 Sycamore Street                              

Worcester MA                                          

10:30 AM                                                  

CAMP HAVVAGO                                   

INFORMATION NIGHT                            

7-9 PM 

January 19, 2015                                         

Calendar                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Register for Events @ www.autismresourcecentral .org or call  508 -298-1610 Fees for Events are as stated on site  
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MLK  Day                                                 

CENTER CLOSED                               

Friends & Family Movie                                  

West Boylston Cinema                                        

10 AM $ 2.00/pp                                       

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM  

January 21, 2015                                          

Teen & Young Adult                                       

Socialization Group                                                                

7-9 PM                                                            

Fee: $5.00/pp                                                             

Parents of Teens Support Group                          

7-9 PM  

January 26, 2015                                           

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM  

January 29, 2015                                          

Family Fun for                                        

Teens & Young Adults                              

Pizza & Movie                                             

Meet at the Center at 6 PM                                                                     

FEBRUARY 
 

 

 

 

February  2, 2015                                         

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM  

February 4, 2015                                      

Support Group for Parents of More 

Able  Children on the Spectrum                     

7-9 PM  

February 9, 2015                                  

Parents & Tots                                               

4:30– 5:30 PM  

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM   

February 19, 2015                                  

Bowling & Pizza                                   

Ficco’s  Bowladrome                                   

300 E Central St, Franklin, MA                     

10 AM                                                       

$2.00/pp                                                    

Grupo de Apoyo                                        

11 Sycamore Street, Worcester                           

10:30 AM 

February 20, 2015                                 

Friends & Family Movie                                  

West Boylston Cinema                                        

10 AM                                                                 

$ 2.00/pp   

February 23.2015                                           

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM  

February 25, 2015                                                        

Teen & Young Adult                                       

Socialization Group                                                                

7-9 PM  Fee: $5.00/pp                                                                                                                   

Parents of Teens Support Group                    

7-9 PM                        

February 10, 2015  

Making Sense of Health Care 

Presented by Cathy Hickey  

Federation for Children  

6-8 PM 

 

February 11, 2015                                   

Classic Autism Support Group                         

7-9 PM  

 

February 14, 2015                                             

SIBSHOP                                                  

Celebrating Chinese New Year         

10 AM—2PM                                              

Cost : $10/pp $15/family cap 

February 16, 205                                     

CENTER CLOSED                                    

Family Fun & Fitness Walk                                

St Vincent Hospital Atrium 6 PM  

February 17, 2015                                      

VACATION FUN                                 

Bounce Around for                                   

Children up to age 12                                

$2.00/pp  

Jump & Play                                                

486 Chestnut St, Gardner                               

10 AM                                                 

Zoinks                                                  

7 Pioneer Dr, North Oxford, MA 

10 :15 AM                                                

PUMP IT UP                                                

810 Boston Turnpike, Shrewsbury,                   

10 AM                                              

VACATION FUN FOR TEENS                

Sky Zone                                                        

290 Turnpike Road Westboro                      

11 AM 

February 18, 2015                                       

Rollerskating at Roll On America   

90 Duval Rd, Lancaster, MA                

10 AM                                                        

$2.00/pp  

GRUPO DE APOYO     

El Centro de Recursos de Autismo 

(Autism Resource Center, en inglés), 

en colaboración con Centro las Améri-

cas, se complace en ofrecer un grupo 

de apoyo para las familias que hablan 

español y que están criando a un niño 

con un Desorden de Espectro de Autis-

mo. Este grupo se reunirá mensual-

mente en Centro las Américas en el 11 

de la Sicomoro Street en Worcester, 

MA. El grupo de apoyo será codirigido 

por David Iborra, Autism Support Bro-

ker en el Centro de Recursos de Autis-

mo, y por Ydalia V. Heimann, del per-

sonal de Centro. el grupo continuará 

reuniéndose mensualmente hasta junio. 

Ustedes pueden ver las fechas en la 

página Web del Centro de Recursos de 

Autismo, en el calendario que aparece 

en www.autismresourcecentral.org.  

http://www.autismresourcecentral.org


Phone: 508-835-4278       Fax: 508 –835-3723 

Email: autism@HMEA.org 

www.autismresourcecentral.org 

Sue Loring RN  - Director  

Cid  DeLeo - Assistant to Director  

Kris Gregoire , Autism Waiver Supervisor 

Kathy Taylor, David Iborra  - Autism Waiver Support 

Brokers 

Kathy O’Neill - Autism Information Specialist 

Monday, Wednesday  & Thursday 9 AM– 9 PM    

Tuesday 9AM –5 PM  Friday  9 AM—3 PM   

We are the Center of the autism community 

Th e  Reso u rce  CONNEC TI ON i s  a  q u ar t e r ly  p u b l i ca t io n  o f  Th e  Au t i sm R eso u rce  Cen te r  o f  Cen t ra l  M ass ach u se t t s  

The  Au t i sm Resource  Cen ter  does  no t  endorse  any  t rea tmen t s ,  p rograms  or  product s .  Ar t i c l es ,  announcemen t s  and   resources  are  

prov ided  for  in format ion  purposes  on ly .   

71 Sterling Street                              

West Boylston MA 

Family Advisory Board               

Chair                                                      

Mia McDonald ( Worcester)                        

Vice Chair                                                                                                                

Treasurer                                        

Erica Ploof ( Sterling)                             

Secretary                                                           

Heidi Robbins ( Millbury)                            

AFAM Liaison                                                 

Carrie Noseworthy (Leominster)  

Amy Comeau  (Leominster)                  

Kim Athanassiades  (Oxford)                          

Stacey Levine-Lavely( Shrewsbury)                               

Tina Colbert ( Worcester)                            

Kristen Saad (Spencer)                            

Hope Marie Bonilla (Gardner)                  

Donmarie Smith ( Oxford)                         

Kelly Carey (Shrewsbury)                                                                                                                                        

New Years Eve’s Eve BallNew Years Eve’s Eve BallNew Years Eve’s Eve Ball   

You are cordially invited to You are cordially invited to You are cordially invited to    

The Autism Resource Center of Central Massachusetts The Autism Resource Center of Central Massachusetts The Autism Resource Center of Central Massachusetts    

Annual Teens & Young Adult Holiday PartyAnnual Teens & Young Adult Holiday PartyAnnual Teens & Young Adult Holiday Party   

Tuesday, December 30, 2014Tuesday, December 30, 2014Tuesday, December 30, 2014   

The Manor Restaurant  Route 12, West Boylston ,  For The Manor Restaurant  Route 12, West Boylston ,  For The Manor Restaurant  Route 12, West Boylston ,  For 

Teens, Teen Siblings and ParentsTeens, Teen Siblings and ParentsTeens, Teen Siblings and Parents   

6: 30 PM6: 30 PM6: 30 PM———9:30 PM9:30 PM9:30 PM   

   RSVP (required) by Friday December 19th                             RSVP (required) by Friday December 19th                             RSVP (required) by Friday December 19th                             

Call 508Call 508Call 508---298298298---161016101610   


